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For Apple, iPad Said More Than Intended
By BRAD STONE
Published: January 28, 2010

SAN FRANCISCO — Apple has generated a lot of chatter with its
new iPad tablet. But it may not be quite the conversation it wanted.

Many women are saying the name
evokes awkward associations with
feminine hygiene products. People
from Boston to Ireland are
complaining that “iPad,” in their
regional brogue, sounds almost
indistinguishable from “iPod,” Apple’s music player.

Then there are more serious conflicts. Two other high-tech
companies already market products called iPad and are
laying claim to the trademark.

In the hours after the iPad announcement on Wednesday,
“iTampon” became one of the most popular trending
topics on Twitter. Apple’s communication team fielded a
wave of queries on the subject but characteristically
declined to comment.

“I care about words and their connotations, but you don’t
have to be in junior high to make this leap,” said Robin
Bernstein, a corporate speech writer on Long Island, who
addressed the issue on her Facebook page on Wednesday.
“A lot of women when they hear the word ‘pad’ are going
to think about feminine hygiene.”

Michael Cronan, a naming consultant in Berkeley, Calif.,
whose company has helped come up with brands like TiVo
and Kindle, said many naming experiments show that
women tend to reflexively relate words like “pad” and
“flow” to bodily concerns.

He is not sure Apple could have found an alternative that
ties in as perfectly to its famous brands. “I think we’re
going to get over this fairly quickly and we’ll get on with

Internet Start-Ups
Business
Computing

Companies

Technology News Bits Blog
Personal Tech
Pogue’s Posts

More Articles in Technology »

Sign up for the latest book reviews, sent every Friday.

  
See Sample  |  Privacy Policy

Books Update E-Mail

Subscribe to Technology RSS Feeds

MOST POPULAR - TECHNOLOGY

1. Hoping for a Gift From Google? Go Jump in the Lake

2. Rush Is On to Be First in iPad Apps

COMMENTS

SIGN IN TO E-
MAIL

PRINT

REPRINTS

SHARE

Video

Slide Show

BLOGGEDE-MAILED

HOME PAGE TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR TIMES TOPICS Get Home Delivery Log In  Register Now

http://tech.nytimes.com/pages/technology/internet/index.html
http://tech.nytimes.com/pages/technology/start-ups/index.html
http://tech.nytimes.com/pages/technology/business-computing/index.html
http://tech.nytimes.com/pages/technology/companies/index.html
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://tech.nytimes.com/technology/personaltech/digital-cameras/overview.html
http://tech.nytimes.com/technology/personaltech/cellphones/overview.html
http://tech.nytimes.com/pages/technology/personaltech/index.html

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/technology&pos=Middle1C&sn2=a316a13c/4e408506&sn1=dee1feaa/523e6a2f&camp=Sony_Picture_Classics01a_1130716_nyt5&ad=LastStation_88x31_NowPlaying&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Esonyclassics%2Ecom%2Fthelaststation%20
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://health.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2010/01/29/business/29name_CA0.html', '29name_CA0', 'width=720,height=563,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2010/01/29/business/29name_CA0.html', '29name_CA0', 'width=720,height=563,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2010/01/27/technology/01282010-apple-slideshow_index.html
http://video.nytimes.com/video/2010/01/27/technology/1247466754961/demo-of-the-apple-ipad.html
http://video.nytimes.com/video/2010/01/27/technology/1247466754961/demo-of-the-apple-ipad.html
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2010/01/27/technology/01282010-apple-slideshow_index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2010/01/27/technology/01282010-apple-slideshow_index.html

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/s/brad_stone/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/business/companies/apple_computer_inc/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/i/ipad/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://nytimes.com.com/mp3-players/apple-ipod-fifth-generation/4505-6490_7-32069546.html?tag=api&part=nytimes&subj=re&inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/business/companies/twitter/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/business/companies/facebook_inc/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/business/companies/tivo-inc/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/nyt/internet.xml
http://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/nyt/start-ups.xml
http://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/nyt/business-computing.xml
http://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/nyt/business-computing.xml
http://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/nyt/companies.xml
http://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/nyt/Technology.xml
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/feed/
http://www.nytimes.com/services/xml/rss/nyt/PersonalTech.xml
http://pogue.blogs.nytimes.com/rss2.xml
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html


http://www.nytimes.com/marketing/email/samples/books.html
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/22/technology/22stunts.html?src=me&ref=technology
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/22/technology/22apps.html?src=me&ref=technology
http://community.nytimes.com/comments/www.nytimes.com/2010/01/29/technology/29name.html
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/29/technology/29name.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/29/technology/29name.html?pagewanted=print
http://community.nytimes.com/comments/www.nytimes.com/2010/01/29/technology/29name.html
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/29/technology/29name.html
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/29/technology/29name.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/29/technology/29name.html?pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/technology&pos=Frame4A&sn2=d59993d0/2e9a4d4e&sn1=96378c5a/df01550d&camp=foxsearch2010_emailtools_1225564c_nyt5&ad=ch_02_120x60anim_10k&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2Fcrazyheart
http://video.nytimes.com/video/2010/01/27/technology/1247466754961/demo-of-the-apple-ipad.html
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2010/01/27/technology/01282010-apple-slideshow_index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/technology&pos=Bar1&sn2=1e76900a/d8885a8f&sn1=d5e9462f/59f4a72&camp=nyt2010-circ-bar1_non-hp-34U7K&ad=061809-bar1_non-hp_34U7K&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fsplitter%5Fcp%2Findex%2Ephp%3FSPTR%5FID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW47AF%26CMP%3D34U7K
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
fedde
Highlight



iPad Name Conjures Up More Than Intended - NYTimes.com

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/29/technology/29name.html[22/3/10 2:09:24 PM]

More Articles in Technology »A version of this article appeared in print on January 29, 2010, on
page A3 of the New York edition.

Related
As Devices Pull More Data,
Patience May Be Required
(January 28, 2010)

With Its Tablet, Apple Blurs Line
Between Devices (January 28,
2010)

Times Topics: Apple Inc. | iPad

Enlarge This Image

The Fujitsu iPad, a hand-held device
that stores use to check inventory.
More Photos >

FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES
IPad: A Perfect (if Pricey) Plaything for Children
 (February 4, 2010)

In the Heart of the iPad, Apple Is Betting on a
Microchip of Its Own Design
 (February 2, 2010)

IPad Can't Play Flash Video, but It May Not Matter
 (February 1, 2010)

THE MEDIA EQUATION; To Deliver, iPad Needs
Media Deals
 (February 1, 2010)

enjoying the experience.”

But the folks at Fujitsu, the Japanese technology firm,
may not be quite so eager to forgive and forget. The
company has applied for the iPad trademark in the United
States and already sells an iPad — a $2,000 hand-held
device that shop clerks use to check inventory.

STMicroelectronics, the Swiss semiconductor company,
owns the iPad trademark in Europe and uses it as an
acronym for integrated passive and active devices —
which sounds less fun than playing games on a tablet. (A
third company, MagTek of Seal Beach, Calif., makes a
portable magnetic card reader of the same name.)

These kinds of naming conflicts have not stopped Apple
before. In 2007, on the eve of the introduction of the
iPhone, the technology giant Cisco Systems pointed out
that it already sold an Internet handset called the iPhone.
Steven P. Jobs, Apple’s chief executive, led the negotiation
for the name, peppering Cisco executives with calls at all

hours, and telling them he was prepared to claim that Cisco was underutilizing the
trademark.

Mr. Jobs finally persuaded Cisco to surrender the trademark with a vague promise to
market their products jointly — a partnership that never materialized.

“He’s a very tough businessman and tough negotiator,” said Charles Giancarlo, a former
Cisco executive who dealt directly with Mr. Jobs on the issue. “I feel sorry for the poor
guy at Fujitsu who is going to be negotiating with Steve directly.”
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